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1. Background 

The South African Emmaus is opposing the globalization that is creating challenges to the people of the country, 

we are making a call to our government to change from this unjust political approach. 

The result that are caused by this policies are privatization of basic services such as 

- Education 

- Water 

- Health 

- Land 

- Housing 

 

2. Purpose of the forum mainly was on: 

 

- Social and Environmental justice 

- Peace and freedom of movement 

- Ethical and Solidarity Economy 

 

3. Message from Cde Richard Bricks Mokolo as delivered in Gevena 19th/09/2018 

- We are what we are because of you 

- During apartheid we had strong social movements, people were united and fighting 

against apartheid and capitalism. 

- Most of the politicians in South Africa, we knew that they were preaching the politics 

of the left, we were disappointed after the unbanning of the political parties, the 

release of the political prisoners, one of the political prisoner was the famous man, he 

was labelled as the (living saint) Comrade Mandela. 

- 1994 we voted for Reconstruction Development Programme (RDP) 

- Which we thought this is socialist document (RDP policy) 

- Because in the policy of (RDP) the message was clear and understandable that, this is 

a socialist message, many people in South Africa voted for African National Congress 

(ANC), voted for Nelson Mandela.                                                                                    P.T.O 
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- In 1996 (two) years later, the politics of the country changed, without inviting the 

voters, to give their opinion about the change of the policy. The policy that was 

supported by  the majority of the people the (Union, church, social movement) we 

agreed on the (RDP policy). 

- During Nelson Mandela era in 1996, the economic policy changed to adopt, the Neo-

liberal policy, which is (GEAR policy) 

- After shifting from (RDP policy) adopting the capitalist approach, many people 

experience hardship of life, many companies retrenched the workers, especially from 

the public sector, because the government adopted privatization of basic services,  

- Politicians never told people, that this is privatization, they said its outsourcing, but 

outsourcing is privatization. 

- That’s where we realized that our water is for sale! 

- The International Monitoring Fund (IMF), The World Bank, World Trade Organization 

(WTO) advised our politicians to privatize the basic services, schools, Health, Housing, 

water, all the basic services that are stated in the constitution as a fundamental rights 

were privatized. 

- That’s when started to organizing our self under South African Anti-Privatization 

Forum (APF) I became the chairperson of the (APF) and we formed alliance, partnered 

with international movements. 

- During the World summit in 2000 on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, we 

met with International World, we had two main international conferences, one was in 

Durban, On anti-racism conference, and after that the was the World Summit on 

Sustainable Development, we had meetings with the International world, where by 

we were teaching one another trying to find out this neo-liberal policies are only 

affecting South Africa, but we realized that we are experiencing the same problem, it 

is an international problem. 

- People that were trusting politicians as socialist from social movement, somewhere 

co-opted by the capitalist system, they were given positions in the business sectors, 

they forgotten about the people, the poor. 
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4. Plan of action after the conference 

- The Emmaus South Africa is focusing on empowering the community on 

(The right to water: citizen mobilisation to defend this commons) as one of the 

Heritage to be protected. 

- While it is a fundamental right, the issue of water poses multiple problems: millions of 

men and women still do not enjoy guaranteed access to drinking water and 

sanitation; climate change is making this resource increasingly scare and most notably 

of all, water is at risk of becoming a commodity, as witnessed in the privatization of 

urban water services, the bottled-water industry and mass water consumption used in 

intensive agriculture for exported products. 

- In response to its commodification, what models of democratic water management 

are the Emmaus and other movements implementing? 

- What strategies can be developed to defend the right to water and its position as a 

commons of humanity? 

- Because Emmaus international is committed in changing the life of the poor, we agree 

that we need to change this world, we support the new vision of changing the world, 

we need to stand up and fight, Another world is possible, through regular workshops, 

seminars and lobbying and advocacy. 

 

5. Response from the community 

This are the results of privatization in South Africa: 

1. Evictions 

2. Water pollution in South Africa and sewerage + plastics 

3. State Capture  by business 

4. Climate change 

5. Life Esidimeni Massacre for people living with disability 

6. 16 years sentencing of 4 activists fighting for basic services  

7. Brutal killings of the Marikana  mine workers  

8. Disappearance of (Papi Tobias) who is a housing activist 3 years missing                           P.T.O 
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OUR DEMAND  

Abolishment of Neo liberal policies 

- The community really appreciates the commitment 

of Emmaus international in South Africa. 
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6. Images 
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Aluta Continua!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

_____________________________________________________________ 
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